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A perfect meeting destination

Whether you’re flying or driving to San Diego, getting around California’s second largest city is easy. The San Diego International Airport 
is located three miles from the heart of downtown and 10 minutes from the Convention Center. The public transportation system 
includes the San Diego Trolley, buses, trains and ferries that connect riders to surrounding communities of Coronado, Mission Valley, 
Old Town, La Jolla, Del Mar and North County San Diego. The downtown Santa Fe Depot offers daily train service to Los Angeles. 
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SAN DIEGO  
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

San Diego International Airport 
(SDIA) is ideally located 3 miles 
from downtown San Diego and 
10 minutes from the San Diego 
Convention Center.

Facts About San Diego 
International Airport: 
•�It has one runway and three 

terminals with a wide variety 
of shopping, lounge and 
dining options available.

• �Features 41 gates in Terminals 
1 and 2 and four in a separate 
Commuter Terminal serving 
smaller regional aircraft.

• �19 passenger carriers are 
served by San Diego Inter-
national Airport, includ-
ing all major airlines. 
For a complete list, visit  
www.san.org.

• �Southwest Airlines is the 
largest carrier in terms of 
passengers, accounting for 

37 percent of its volume.

• �Handles approximately 18 
million passengers annu-
ally with 45,000 passengers 
on average arriving and 
departing daily from its three 
terminals.

• �Accommodates approxi-
mately 600 arrivals and 
departures each day, the 
vast majority of which are 
for passenger service.

• �Aircraft departures are not 
allowed between 11:30 p.m. 
and 6:30 a.m.

Traveler Tips
• �A government issued photo ID 

(federal or state) is required. 
Each traveler should be 
prepared to show their ID at 
the ticket counter, security 
screening, other checkpoints 
and the gate, along with 
their boarding pass.

• �Bring your ticket or printout 
of your itinerary for your 
e-ticket.

• �Arrive early—two hours for 
a domestic flight and three 
hours for an international 
flight is recommended.

• �All jackets and shoes must be 
removed and X-rayed.

• �Passengers are limited to 
one carry on item and one 
personal item (purse or 
briefcase).

• �Put liquid items in checked 
luggage if possible. 

• �If needed, prepare a one 
quart-sized, clear plastic, 
zip-top bag of liquids (3.4 
ounces or less in each bottle) 
as a carry on to be screened 
at the airport. 

• �Some airlines offer kiosks 
near their ticket counters for 
self-serve check in. Please 

SAN DIEGO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
3225 N. HARBOR DRIVE
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101
619-400-2404
WWW.SAN.ORG

3 miles from downtown  
San Diego and the 
Convention Center.

1 runway, 3 terminals,  
45 gates.

A variety of shopping, lounge 
and dining options are 
available at the airport.

19 passenger and 4 cargo 
airlines operate approximately 
600 flights in and out of the 
airport daily.

45,000 passengers, 
on average, arrive at or 
depart from the San Diego 
International Airport daily.
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158	 San Diego Convention Center — Citywide Planner Workbook  2012-2013

Transportation







Albuquerque, NM
Atlanta, GA
Austin, TX
Baltimore, MD
Bellingham, WA
Boston, MA
Cabo San Lucas (Mexico)
Calgary, AB (Canada)
Charlotte, NC (Douglas)
Chicago, IL (Midway)
Chicago, IL (O’Hare)
Cincinnati, OH
Dallas, TX
Denver, CO
Detroit, MI
El Paso, TX
Guadalajara (Mexico)
Honolulu, HI
Houston, TX (Hobby)
Houston, TX (Intercontinental)
Kahului/Maui, HI
Kansas City, MO
Las Vegas, NV
London/Heathrow (England)
Los Angeles, CA
Mexico City (Mexico)
Milwaukee, WI
Minneapolis, MN
Nashville, TN
New York, NY (JFK)
New York/Newark, NJ
Oakland, CA
Philadelphia, PA
Phoenix, AZ
Portland, OR
Puerto Vallarta (Mexico)
Reno/Tahoe, NV
Sacramento, CA
Salt Lake City, UT
San Antonio, TX
San Francisco, CA
San Jose, CA
Seattle, WA
St. Louis, MO
Toronto (Canada)
Tucson, AZ
Vancouver, BC (Canada)
Washington, DC (Dulles)

International 
Flights 
Calgary, AB (Canada)
Cabo San Lucas (Mexico)
Guadalajara (Mexico)
London/Heathrow (England)
Mexico City (Mexico)
Puerto Vallarta (Mexico)
Toronto (Canada)
Vancouver, BC (Canada)

Nonstop  
Service

New flights are being 
added all the time. For most 
current nonstop service visit 
www.san.org.
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Airport Shuttles
• �Shuttle vans and buses oper-

ated by off-airport companies 
are a convenient transportation 
option for traveling to and from 
San Diego International Airport 
(SDIA).

• �Shuttle service is available at 
SDIA’s Transportation Plazas 
across from Terminals 1 and 2, 
and curbside at the Commuter 
Terminal.

• �Shuttle service providers can be 
found on page 177.

Car Rental
• �San Diego International Airport 

is served by numerous car rental 
agencies.

• �Car rental information is avail-
able at the Convention Center’s 
Concierge Desk located in 
Lobby B. 

• �Car rental reservation boards 
are located near the baggage 

claim areas of Terminals 1 and 
2. Courtesy phones are provided 
to request shuttle transport to 
the car rental company of your 
choice.

• �Please note that car rental 
shuttles regularly operate at the 
Terminal 1 center traffic aisle 
and at the traffic island at the 
west end of Terminal 2.

• �Signage to these locations is 
clearly marked and shuttles are 
waiting on a regular basis.

Taxis
• �Several companies provide 

taxicab service at San Diego 
International Airport.

• �Follow the signage from the 
gate to the airport’s transporta-
tion plazas where a transporta-
tion coordinator will place you 
with the first available taxi.

• �Taxi fares from the airport to 
the Convention Center and 

downtown hotels are based  
on trip distance and are  
about $25.

• �Taxicabs are also easily acces-
sible at the Convention Center, 
major hotels and other down-
town locations and attractions 
or by dialing 511 and saying 
‘taxi.’ Callers are connected 
directly to a taxi dispatcher 24 
hours a day 7 days a week. 

• �A list of taxi companies can be 
found on page 177.

San Diego Trolley
• �MTS Trolley is a light-rail system 

that operates on three lines 
(Blue, Orange and Green) 
throughout San Diego.

• �Two trolley stations are across 
the street from the Convention 
Center, providing convenient 
service around downtown and 
from the Convention Center to 
Mission Valley hotels and shop-
ping malls.

GETTING AROUND IN  
SAN DIEGO

GETTING 
AROUND

Find more at  
visitsandiego.com, search
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Convention Center  
Parking Options
On-site private vehicle parking 
is available at the Convention 
Center’s 1,950-vehicle under-
ground garage located below 
the building. Enter the parking 
garage on Harbor Drive 
between First Avenue and Fifth 
Avenue. Directly across the 
street from the Convention 
Center, on the corner of Harbor 
Drive and Eighth Avenue, is a 
2,000 space parking structure.

The daily rate is $10. Parking 
rates may range from $10 to 
$20 on days when there is 
special event activity at PETCO 
Park or other downtown 
events. Payment is due upon 
entry and there are no in and 
out privileges. No overnight or 
RV parking is permitted. Prices 
are subject to change. 
www.visitsandiego.com

Parking Around Town
Off-site parking is available at 
numerous nearby parking lots 
and garages in downtown San 
Diego, many within walking 
distance of the Convention 
Center. Lots and garages 
are individually owned and 
operated and prices vary by 
location.

Metered street parking is avail-
able in some areas. Parking 
meters are enforced Monday 
through Saturday, from 8 a.m. 
until 6 p.m., unless otherwise 
posted. Metered spots are 
free on Sundays and desig-
nated holidays. Meters accept 
nickels, dimes, quarters and 
Pre-Paid Parking Meter Debit 
Cards available at several 
downtown locations. 
www.sandiego.gov/parking

PARKING IN  
DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO 
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