








In FY08, the Convention Center generated an unprecedented $1.8 billion in regional economic

impact and a record $751.8 million in direct delegate spending. These impressive milestones

highlight the overwhelming demand for San Diego as a top-tier convention destination and the

substantial economic boost our city realizes as a result of convention and trade show activity.

Economic impact is the total

value of an event on the local

economy including direct, indirect

and induced spending. Direct

delegate spending is the money

out-of-town attendees spend at

hotels, restaurants, stores and

attractions. Indirect spending is

the positive cycle businesses

create to supply and re-supply

goods and services to support

events and employee wages.

Induced spending happens when

workers whose jobs are tied to

events spend their paychecks

locally. 
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San Diegans chose wisely when they voted to build the original Convention

Center over 20 years ago and then again in 1998 when they approved an

expansion. Those decisions continue to pay off today with all-time high FY08 tax

revenues of $32.0 million, a 27% increase over last year.

Spending by overnight visitors who attend conventions eases the tax burden on

residents. Sales and hotel room tax dollars stay here long after the convention is

over and filter into local communities. The tax revenue helps pay for police and

fire protection to keep San Diegans safe; the upkeep of libraries and museums to

enrich the lives of locals and visitors; and maintain our beautiful parks and

beaches enjoyed by everyone.
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From employees who work directly in the Convention Center to those who work throughout the region for businesses and industries

associated with providing goods and services for events, the Convention Center supports 12,500 jobs countywide.
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The Society of Neuroscience was the most
lucrative convention in the building’s history
generating a record $133 million in economic
impact and $2.3 million in tax revenue.

The Convention Center’s primary mission is to attract and book conventions and trade shows

that generate significant economic benefits for the region. Our marketing team aggressively

targets high-end conventions including the valuable medical convention sector. Presently,

convention business is booked through 2027, ensuring long-term economic benefits for the

region.
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Medical conventions are among the most lucrative and highly prized in the industry

because they attract visitors who contribute generously to the local economy. In FY08,

16 medical conventions were held generating a record $726.9 million, or nearly 40

percent, of the year’s total economic impact. 

 

The competition between host cities to capture

medical conventions is fierce. Not only is this market

strong and resilient in the toughest of economies, their

attendees have more disposable income and spend

more, are frequently accompanied by friends and

family, and often extend their visit to enjoy city sites

and attractions.
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